University of Idaho Residence Hall Association Constitution

April 1st 2010
The members of the Residence Hall Association, a majority of whom are citizens of the United States of America, desiring to form a non-profit organization under the Non-Profit Law of 1993, do hereby declare: The name of the organization shall be the Residence Hall Association of the University of Idaho.  The principal office of the organization is to be located in the City of Moscow, Latah County, Idaho.

We the students of the University of Idaho, residing in the residence halls, in order to further our common interests, attain greater unity, promote high scholarship, stimulate interest in residence hall life and University activities, and provide student input to University Housing and Foodservice, do hereby establish this Constitution for the students of the Residence Hall Association of the University of Idaho.

Article I: Definitions

Section 1: This organization shall be officially named, “The Residence Hall Association of the University of Idaho” and hereafter referred to as “RHA.”

Section 2: Said corporation organized exclusively for charitable purposes including the making of distributions to organizations that qualify as exempt organizations under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or the corresponding section of any future
federal tax code.

Section 3: A member of RHA is defined as any person who resides in a University of Idaho Residence Hall facility and pays RHA dues.

Section 4: The RHA Council shall consist of area representatives, hereafter referred to as “representatives,” and elected RHA officers; it shall be hereafter referred to as “the Council.”

Section 5: “Housing” and “DOS” refer to University Residences and Dean of Students Office, respectively.

Article II: The Executive Board

Section 1: Members

Clause A: The Executive Board of the RHA shall be composed of the President, Vice President, Marketing and Communications Coordinator, Events Coordinator, Community Service Coordinator, and the National Communications Coordinator.

Clause B: Each member shall represent one vote at Executive Board meetings, except for the President, who can only vote in the case of a tie.

Article III: Election of Officers

Section 1: Election Procedures

Clause A: Elections for the executive officers of President, National Communications Coordinator, and Events Coordinator shall be held at an elections board meeting two (2) weeks prior to the NACURH conference registration deadline. Elections for the executive officers of Vice President, Community Service Coordinator, and Marketing & Communications Coordinator shall be held at a later election board meeting in the month of April. Elections shall be announced to all RHA members at least one month in advance. 

Clause B: Inauguration of newly elected officers shall take place at the last RHA meeting of the semester.  The incoming RHA President shall be sworn in by the outgoing RHA President.  The Oath of Office shall then be administered to the incoming Executive Board by the incoming RHA President.

Clause C: Elections for new officers shall be held in a secret ballot election by the elections board.  Each elections board member can cast one vote per represented living group.  The winner shall be determined by the majority of votes cast for each office.

Section 2: Should any elected officer of the RHA, with the exception of the President, be removed from the residence halls, dismissed from office, or by any other means become unable to discharge his or her authorized duties of that office, that shall be declared
vacant by the Executive Board.

Section 3: Vacancies shall be followed by an application period.  The application period will extend from the notification of the vacancy for no less than two (2) weeks. The RHA President will determine the exact date of closure.  An elections board meeting will be scheduled and held within one (1) week of the closure.  Elections will be held as outlined in Article III.

Section 4: Should the office of President become vacant, the Vice President may assume the office of President and a new Vice President shall be elected as stated in Article III, Section 3. If the Vice President declines the office of President, an open election will be held as outlined in Article III.

Article IV: Election of RHA Area Representatives

Section 1: Election Procedures

Clause A: Elections for Area Representatives shall be held at an Area Council meeting within the first two weeks of April.  Elections shall be announced to all halls in the area that elections are being held. Newly elected Area Representatives shall attend both Councils before the end of the year.

Clause B: Inauguration of newly elected officers shall take place at the last Area Council meeting of the semester.  

Clause C: Elections for new officers shall be held in a secret ballot election by the Hall Councils.  Each residence hall student, residing in the area, can cast one (1) vote.  Votes will be cast by secret ballot and collected by the Hall President.  Votes must be delivered to the Area Representative(s) within 24 hours of their collection.

Clause D: Residents will vote for two (2) candidates.

Clause E: The winner(s) shall be determined by the majority of votes cast.

Section 2: McConnell and Targhee Election Procedures

Clause A: The Hall President for McConnell Residence Hall and Targhee Residence Hall will serve as the area representative for their respective area.

Section 3: Vacancies

Clause A: Should the Area Representative position become vacant, the RHA President may appoint a temporary Representative until open elections can be held, as outlined in Article IV.

Article V: Repeal and Impeachment

Section 1: Repeal

Clause A: Any official act of the RHA Executive Board may be repealed by a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the RHA Council.

Section 2: Impeachment

Clause A: The Executive Board and RHA Council shall have the power to establish a judiciary board called the Residence Hall Judicial Board.  The Judicial Board will be established until the verdict is final.  The RHA President and Advisor shall mediate the proceedings and deliver the decision of the Judicial Board.  In the event that the RHA President in placed under scrutiny of the Judicial Board, the Vice shall carry out his or her duties relating to the selection and mediation of the Judicial Board.

Clause B: The Judicial Board shall have nine (9) members appointed at random by the RHA President.  These members shall consist of three (3) area representatives from separate areas as defined by housing and at least one (1) hall president from each area as defined by housing.

Clause C: Any compensated member of the RHA may be impeached for malfeasance, misfeasance, or nonfeasance.  After a proper hearing before the RHA Judicial Board, this officer may be removed from office by a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of all RHA Judicial Board members.

Clause D: The RHA Advisor shall choose a prosecutor under the aspect of familiarity with the case.

Clause E: Impeachment Process

1. Impeachment is defined as the presentation of formal charges against any compensated member of the RHA to be reviewed by the Judicial Board.

2. Charges of Impeachment of any compensated member of the RHA shall be brought before the RHA Council by any RHA member or the RHA Advisor.

3. The charges shall be read to the Council by quoting the language of the Housing or University of Idaho policy violated.  A vote must be taken to determine whether the impeachment process shall continue.  A simple majority in favor of review shall result in the convening of a Judicial Board.  

4. The acting RHA President shall call a meeting of the Judicial Board within one week following the vote of confidence by the Council.  This vote shall be taken without any discussion or question period.

5. The Judicial Board shall elect its Foreman from its membership at its first meeting.

6. Any officer under scrutiny of impeachment shall be suspended of all duties, powers, and pay until a verdict has been reached by the Judicial Board.  This verdict shall be announced no later than three (3) weeks following the vote of confidence by the Council.

7. Judicial Board verdicts shall be final.

Clause F: The RHA Council shall be empowered to dismiss Executive Board appointees by a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the representatives present.

Article VI: Residence Hall Association Council

Section 1: The RHA President shall be the Chairperson of the Council.

Section 2: Composition

Clause A: The Council shall be composed as stated in Article I, Section 4.

Clause B: In addition, on-campus organizations may have an ex-officio, non-voting member on the Council for the purpose of informing the Council of activities and opportunities for RHA members.  Ex-officio, non-voting membership shall be granted upon a majority vote by the Council.

Section 3: Each representative has one vote in the Council.  In the case of a tie, the RHA President has the deciding vote.

Section 4: Two-thirds (2/3) of all Council members constitute a quorum.

Section 5: A majority decision of the Council upon any matter concerning the residence hall system of the welfare of the residents shall be binding upon all members.

Section 6: The Council shall administer all funds for the RHA.

Section 7: The Council is empowered to make such bylaws as are necessary to support this Constitution.

Section 8: Upon consultation with the Advisor, the Council may enter into legal contracts, which shall benefit the Residence Hall Association.

Article VII: Residence Hall Association Area Councils

Section 1: Each area will hold an Area Council meeting during each week a RHA Council meeting is held with the exception of McConnell Residence Hall and Targhee Residence Hall. McConnell Residence Hall and Targhee Residence Hall will not hold Area Council meetings.

Section 2: The Area Representative(s) shall be the Chairperson(s) of the Area Councils.

Section 3: The Area Councils shall be composed of Area Representative(s) and Hall Presidents.

Section 4: Each Hall President has one vote in the Area Council(s). In the case of a tie, the Area Representative(s) will cast the deciding vote.

Section 5: Two-thirds (2/3) of all Area Council members constitute a quorum.

Section 6: A majority decision of the Area Council upon any matter concerning the welfare of the residents of the respective area shall be binding upon all members.

Article VIII: Affiliations

Section 1: The RHA will be a member of the Inter-Mountain Affiliate of College and University Residence Halls (IACURH) and the National Association of College and University Residence Halls (NACURH) and will complete all necessary documentation and payments required for affiliation. 

Article IX: Ratification and Amendments

Section 1: Ratification

Clause A: This Constitution shall be in full effect upon ratification by a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of all Council members.  Members of the Council shall vote in accordance with the consensus within their areas.

Clause B: Bylaws to this Constitution shall be ratified or amended by a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of all Council members after at least one (1) week in duration between the proposed changes and the vote.

Section 2: Amendments

Clause A: Proposed amendments to this Constitution may be initiated by written petition of ten percent (10%) of the RHA membership or by a simple majority vote of the Council.

Clause B: A minimum of one (1) week but not more than four (4) weeks must elapse between proposed amendments and voting for ratification.

Clause C: A two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of all Council members is necessary to ratify an amendment.  Members of the Council shall vote in accordance with member consensus within their corresponding areas.

Article X: Dissolution

Section 1: Upon the dissolution of the RHA, assets shall be distributed for one or more exempt purposes within the meeting of section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or the corresponding section of any future tax code, or shall be distributed to the federal government, or to a state or local government, for a public purpose. Any such assets no so disposed of shall be disposed of by a Court of Competent Jurisdiction of the county in which the principle office of the RHA is then located, exclusively for such purposes or to such organizations, as said Court shall determine, which are organized and operated exclusively for such purposes.
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